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ANNEX B: JURY’S CITATIONS FOR THE FOUR WINNERS  
AND ONE SPECIAL MENTION 

 
9 Jurong Town Hall Road, Jurong Town Hall 
2018 Award for Restoration 
 
The project has rejuvenated a Modern building and reprised its role as an icon for 
industrialisation in Jurong. Through extensive research of archival records and the 
architectural history of the building, the project has successfully reinstated the original design 
intent for the building.  
 
The removal of add-on partitions surrounding the tiered atrium and other areas has 
reintroduced natural light into the complex. The restoration of the connecting void between the 
basement and main concourse, and recovery of long hidden spatial arrangements throughout 
the building have illuminated the spirit of the original design. At the main lobby, the grandeur 
of the space is recaptured by the restoration of the original marble flooring tile and plaster 
surfaces. Other key spaces such as the auditorium and theatrette have been carefully 
refreshed, with the 1970s ceiling features as a key focus.  
 
Today, the building is home to trade associations, featuring interior spaces purposefully and 
sensitively designed to capture the Modern aesthetics of the building into collaborative spaces 
that foster interactions and exchange of ideas. The naming of meeting rooms after popular tea 
blends such as Darjeeling and Ceylon, is a reference to the first international tea auction held 
at the Hall in 1981. With this careful refreshment, it demonstrates how Modern buildings can 
remain both true to the spirit of their era and relevant to the future.   
 

 
28, 30, 32 Madras Street, The Great Madras 
2018 Award for Restoration  
 
This project illustrates how a budget hotel, housed in a pre-war Singapore Improvement Trust 
apartment building, has been cleverly revamped into a 34-room boutique hotel for guests to 
relive the charms of travel reminiscent of the 1930s Art Deco age. 
 
Good effort was made to reinstate the original layout of the building, which has naturally 
ventilated and well-lit linear corridors, in keeping with the spirit of the shophouse typology. At 
the first storey, the open lobby concept that allows appreciation of the character and full length 
of the space is a clever reinterpretation of the typology. Other key elements such as spiral 
staircases and mild steel windows were retained. A swimming pool was also added at the roof 
over rear court, and the party wall retained with an artful circular opening. 
 
Embracing a consistent Art Deco-inspired design and branding, customised wallpaper 
featuring interesting aspects of Singapore’s history and daily life, and neon light installations 
throughout the common spaces add to the unique character of the hotel. The nostalgic 
creation of a narrative that connects the building to its past has attracted a younger crowd to 
enliven the historic area. The intermingling of the hotel’s activities into the street has been 
transformative, setting a positive example for other projects. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



2 

 

2 Mactaggart Road, Khong Guan Building 
2018 Award for Restoration & Innovation 
 
The headquarters of Khong Guan, a home grown brand of biscuits has undergone thoughtful 
restoration and expansion. It has sensitively incorporated a new eight-storey extension, 
designed to blend with the conserved post-war building.  
 
Hints of its past as a local landmark in an area, known for the emergence of small industries, 
are revealed. The ‘star’ logo gate was reinstated and has come alive as a distinctive three-
dimensional metal relief trademark surrounded by original blue-green-gold mosaic borders. 
Original signage and the old metal side gate to the warehouse have also been retained to 
keep a sense of continuity and nostalgia.  
 
The new extension, which has a careful combination of double-volume spaces and extensive 
windows, draws inspiration from the form and geometry of the conserved building. An 
industrial canteen will occupy the first storey of the heritage building to serve the community, 
and storyboards have been installed to tell the story of the site. The efforts taken to marry the 
rich history of the company with the physical restoration adaptive reuse has given a new 
dimension to this industrial heritage building.  
 

 
1 Empress Place, Kwek Hong Png Wing and Riverfront Wing at the Asian Civilisations 
Museum 
2018 Award for New Design in Heritage Contexts 
 
The masterly insertion of two new contemporary wings into the former service yard and car 
park is a bold and imaginative move to create more space, which enhances the 19th century 
neo-Palladian styled national monument. 
 
At the Kwek Hong Png Wing, the transparent treatment of the cuboid design at the first storey 
invokes a sense of curiosity as passers-by can catch glimpses into the museum. The use of 
connecting lightweight bridges also demonstrates how new and old can co-exist successfully.  
 
At the Riverfront Wing, the new column-free space serves as a gallery while the roof terrace 
above offers a new vantage point to get up close to the building’s elegant plasterwork façade. 
Circular skylights serve a dual purpose of providing diffused daylighting for the exhibits in the 
day, and interesting floor lighting for the roof terrace at night.  
 
The Titanium-clad exterior of the new wings, being a ‘neutral’ medium that responds to 
changing daylight, serves to complement the monument’s plaster façade. The overall effect of 
the two additions has created new visual connections with the monument and new vistas to 
its historic surroundings.  
 

 
29, 31, 33 Mount Sophia in Sophia Hills Development  
2018 Special Mention 
 
Informed by extensive research by a conservation specialist, the three buildings have been 
carefully and meticulously restored using appropriate materials, techniques and finishes. 
Historic building elements were also upcycled for use elsewhere in the development. On-site 
heritage markers and engagement with the alumni of the schools and college, which once 
occupied the three buildings, keep the legacy of their educational function alive, and give a 
sense of continuity to the residential neighbourhood. 


