


75 EAST COAST ROAD

2017 Special Mention

Despite other commercial options available, the owners of 
the iconic red building made a deliberate decision to revive 
the social memory of a community landmark by bringing back 
its use as a local café. As a modern update of the old Katong 
Bakery, the current café has resurrected an important social 
space fondly remembered by many familiar with the Katong 
icon. The special effort by the owners to sustain the bakery’s 
intangible cultural heritage as a way of ‘giving back’ to the 
community, is commendable. 

The project also recaptures the site’s social legacy of 
philanthropy as the wakaf property of Sheriffa Zain Alsharoff 
Bte Syed Mohamed Alsagoff. Through onsite storyboards, the 
legend of the Red House as a community landmark and an 
endowment property is kept alive for all to enjoy.
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