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MEDIA FACTSHEET A – Rewilding of Rail Corridor (Central)  
 

Rail Corridor (Central)’s proximity to several green spaces provides NParks with the 

opportunity to strengthen the ecological connection along this stretch, connect these currently 

fragmented green spaces, and allow native fauna to thrive. Animals that have been observed 

using the Rail Corridor include the Malayan Colugo, the Critically Endangered Sunda 

Pangolin, the Greater Racket-tailed Drongo and the Endangered Straw-headed Bulbul. The 

naturalised stream is also home to a variety of aquatic fauna, including the Spine-tufted 

Skimmer, the Black-eyed Litter Frog and the Lowland Freshwater Crab. 

 

To restore a belt of native forest along Rail Corridor (Central), the 4 km stretch will be rewilded 

with native primary forest species. The planting palette was designed by NParks and with 

inputs from Dr Shawn Lum, President of Nature Society (Singapore), and will help provide a 

passage, habitat and source of food to Singapore’s native fauna. 

 
Rewilding of Rail Corridor 

Before: 

 

After:  
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Stream Enhancement  

 

Before:  
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After:  

 

 

(All photo credits: National Parks Board) 
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Planting Palette 

 
Magnolia singapurensis 

 

Family name: Magnoliaceae 

Synonyms: Liriodendron 

 

Growing up to 40 m high, the Magnolia 

singapurensis is endangered, and up until 

recently, there was only one known tree within 

Nee Soon Swamp Forest. It grows in primary 

rainforests and was selected because of its 

tolerance for wet conditions which makes it 

suitable for water-logged areas or streamside 

planting along Rail Corridor (Central). Its flowers 

are insect-pollinated. 

 

 

The fruit of the Magnolia singapurensis. 

Photo credit: Cerlin Ng 

(NParks Flora&FaunaWeb) 

 

Cengal Pasir 

Hopea sangal 

 

Family name: Dipterocarpaceae 

 

Growing up to 40 m high, the Cengal Pasir is 

critically endangered, and typically grows on 

clay-rich soils next to rivers or streams, making it 

suitable for planting along Rail Corridor (Central). 

It can be recognised by its thin, egg-shaped leaf 

blades. Its flowers are insect-pollinated. 

 

 

The leaves of the Cengal Pasir. 

Photo credit: NParks Flora&FaunaWeb 
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Oil Fruit Tree 

Elaeocarpus mastersii 

 

Family name: Elaeocarpaceae 

 

Growing up to 20 m high, the Oil Fruit Tree grows 

in primary and secondary lowland and montane, 

as well as freshwater and peat swamps. It can be 

found in the Bukit Timah Nature Reserve and 

Central Catchment Nature Reserve, making it 

suitable to provide passage for native fauna 

along Rail Corridor (Central). Its fruits and seeds 

are eaten and dispersed by birds.  

 

 

The leaves and fruit of the Oil Fruit Tree. 

Photo credit: Ang Wee Foong 

(NParks Flora&FaunaWeb) 

 

Jelutong 

Dyera costulata 

 

Family name: Apocynaeceae 

Synonyms: Alstonia costulata 

 

Growing up to 60-80 m high, the Jelutong grows 

in forests and open areas. It can be found in 

Singapore Botanic Gardens, Nee Soon Swamp 

Forest, Central Catchment Nature Reserve and 

along Bugis Street. It has distinctive leathery to 

papery leaf blades that are drop-shaped with 

round-toothed margins. Its flowers are insect-

pollinated. 

 

The leaves of the Jelutong. 

Photo credit: Nicholas Lee 

(NParks Flora&FaunaWeb) 

 

Malayan Ixora 

Ixora congesta 

 

Family name: Rubiaceae 

Synonyms: Pavetta congesta, Ixora griffithii 

 

Growing up to 6-7 m high, the Malayan Ixora is a 

big woody shrub or small understorey tree grows 
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in inland and coastal rainforests. It can be found 

in the MacRitchie and Pulau Ubin forests, and is 

easily recognised by its trumpet-shaped, 

scentless flowers that emerge bright yellow and 

turn red-orange. A source of food for caterpillars 

and butterflies, its fruits and seeds are eaten and 

dispersed by birds. 

 

The flowers of the Malayan Ixora. 

Photo credit: Boo Chih Min 

(NParks Flora&FaunaWeb) 

Singapore Kopsia 

Kopsia singapurensis 

 

Family name: Apocynaeceae 

 

Growing up to 12 m high, the Singapore Kopsia, 

is critically endangered and grows in lowland 

evergreen forests, swamp forests and next to 

rivers or streams, making it suitable for planting 

along Rail Corridor (Central). It was used as a 

substitute for the ceremonial ribbon during the 

opening of the rebuilt herbarium at the Singapore 

Botanic Gardens in 1964. 

 

 

The flowers of the Singapore Kopsia. 

Photo credit: Boo Chih Min 

(NParks Flora&FaunaWeb) 

 

Rusty Sterculia 

Sterculia rubiginosa 

 

Family name: Malvaceae 

Synonyms: Sterculia angustifolia 

 

Growing up to 20 m high, the Rusty Sterculia is 

classified vulnerable, growing in both primary 

and secondary forests, limestone hill forests and 

swamps. It can be found in the Bukit Timah 

Nature Reserve and Central Catchment Nature 

Reserve, making it suitable to provide passage 

for native fauna along Rail Corridor (Central). Its 

flowers are insect-pollinated. 

 

 

The flower of the Rusty Sterculia. 

Photo credit: Ang Wee Foong 

(NParks Flora&FaunaWeb) 
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Kayu Arang 

Cratoxylum cochinchinense 

 

Family name: Hypericaceae 

Synonyms: Cratoxylum ligustrinum 

 

Growing up to 30 m high, the Kayu Arang is 

endangered, growing on well-drained soils, open 

woodland, primary or secondary forests. It can be 

found in the Bukit Timah Nature Reserve, Central 

Catchment Nature Reserve, Fort Canning Park 

and Sentosa. A source of food for caterpillars and 

butterflies, its flowers are insect-pollinated. 

 

 

The flower of the Kayu Arang. 

Photo credit: Ang Wee Foong 

(NParks Flora&FaunaWeb) 

 

Red-Flowered Malayan Spindle Tree 

Bhesa robusta 

 

Family name: Celastraceae 

Synonyms: Kurrimia pulcherrima 

 

Growing up to 40 m high, the Red-Flowered 

Malayan Spindle Tree is classified vulnerable, 

growing in primary lowland forests on clay-rich 

soil. Its flowers are insect-pollinated, and its fruits 

are eaten by frugivorous birds and mammals. 

There is currently one individual listed as a 

Heritage Tree in Singapore and it can be found 

on Sentosa. 

 

 

The leaves and fruits of the Red-Flowered 

Malayan Spindle Tree. 

Photo credit: Ang Wee Foong 

(NParks Flora&FaunaWeb) 
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Aquatic Ginger 

Alpinia aquatic 

 

Family name: Zingiberaceae 

Synonyms: Alpinia melanocarpa 

 

Growing up to 2 m high, the Aquatic Ginger is 

critically endangered, growing in sandy beaches 

and swamp forests. It can be found in Pulau 

Semakau and is widely planted in HortPark, Kent 

Ridge Park and the Ginger Garden at the 

Singapore Botanic Gardens. It can be recognised 

by its flowers that have white or pale pink petals. 

Its flowers are pollinated by bees and its fruits are 

eaten by birds. 

 

 

The flower of the Aquatic Ginger. 

Photo credit: Vicky Lim 

(NParks Flora&FaunaWeb) 

 

Spiny Lasia 

Lasia spinosa 

 

Family name: Araceae 

Synonyms: Dracontium spinosum 

 

Growing up to 1.5 m high, the Spiny Lasia is 

classified vulnerable, growing along tidal rivers, 

in open wet places, and swamp forests. It grows 

best in water-logged areas, making it suitable for 

streamside planting along Rail Corridor (Central). 

It also occurs locally in the Central Catchment 

Nature Reserve. Its flowers are insect-pollinated.  

  

 

The leaves of the Spiny Lasia. 

Photo credit: NParks Flora&FaunaWeb 
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Lepironia articulata 

 

Family name: Cyperaceae 

 

Growing up to 2 m high, the Lepironia articulata 

was presumed to be national extinct until it was 

discovered again at the Western Catchment in 

2014. It is an aquatic herb that grows in open 

swampy areas, marshes and streams near 

coasts. Its tolerance for wet conditions makes it 

suitable for streamside planting along Rail 

Corridor (Central) in efforts to help bring back the 

native species. Its stems provide a place for 

dragonflies to perch before taking flight.  

 

 

The flower of the Lepironia articulata. 

Photo credit: Jennie Tang 

(NParks Flora&FaunaWeb) 

 

 
 


