
Appendix 1 

REVISIONS TO CONSERVATION GUIDELINES 

1) First Storey Residential Front  
 

Existing Guidelines:  
 
Residential fronts in shophouses are characterised by timber casement windows 
flanking a double-leafed timber door. The main door often has a pair of half-doors, 
known as ‘pintu pagar’, which are often intricately carved. The timber-framed 
windows usually have timber-panelled shutters, which open inwards and vertical iron 
security bars. The residential front is a key traditional feature of the shophouse 
typology and contributes to the character of the historic streetscape. [Fig 1.1] 
 

 
Fig 1.1: Features of the original Residential Front  

 
Under existing guidelines, selected street blocks are protected under “Residential 
Front Control” and the original residential front is to be retained. The original 
residential front cannot be removed and replaced by an open shopfront.  Where 
non-residential use is allowed, some flexibility is granted to change one of the 
windows to a door for direct access to the upper storey, and to replace plain infill 
panels with glass for greater transparency. 
 

Revised Guidelines: 
 
To better protect this special feature, all shophouses with residential front which is 
existing and/or identified in the specific façade restoration guidelines, regardless of 
land use zoning, shall be retained and restored. 
 

Where non-residential use is allowed the original residential front cannot be changed 
to 2 doors and 1 window if there are ornamental features e.g. dado tiles below the 
windows. In such cases, the original 1 door 2 window residential front has to be 
retained and restored. 

  



2) Rear Extensions for Residential Historic Districts  
 

Existing Guidelines:  
 
In the Residential Historic Districts such as Emerald Hill, Cairnhill and Blair Plain, a 
new extension can be added at the rear of the main conserved building to provide 
more living space. The form and height of the new rear extension is guided to 
maintain the scale and character of the historic roofscape. The rear extension is to 
be lower than the main roof and is not to exceed the allowable number of storeys 
for landed housing development.  
 
If a flat roof is proposed at the new rear extension, it can be of any material and is 
to be lower than the eaves of the main conserved building. If a pitched tile roof is 
proposed, it can no higher than the ridge of the main roof. The material and pitch 
are to be the same as those of the main roof. [Fig 2.1] 
 

 
Fig 2.1: Allowable form of new rear extension in Residential Historic Districts 
 

Revised Guidelines: 
 
Revisions have been made to facilitate the use of the roof top on the new extensions: 
 

a. For new extensions with flat roof, access structures to house staircase and 
lift with flat or pitched tile roofs can be added.  These structures can be higher 
than the eaves of the main conserved building but lower than the ridge of the 
main roof. Their size and form should not have excessive visual impact on 
the historic roofscape. [Fig 2.2] 
 

 
 



b. Mono pitched roofs on the new extension similar to the rear service block 
typology can also be allowed [ Fig 2.3]  
 

 
c.  Open-sided landscape structures to allow greening of the flat roof can be 

considered. [Fig 2.4]  
 

 
d. However, non-traditional roof forms or the use of non- traditional materials on 

pitched roofs will not be allowed [ Fig 2.5 & 2.6]  
 

 
 
 

 

  



3) New Rear Extensions for Corner Units In Secondary Settlements 
 

Existing Guidelines:  
 
In Secondary Settlements, a new extension is allowed at the rear of the main 
conserved shophouse building. The new rear extension can be built up to the 
allowable storey height for the respective areas. 
 

a. For corner units with side facades, the pitched roof ridge of the side facade 
is to be retained and restored. Rear extensions are to be set back behind the 
roof ridge on the side façade to allow continuity of the corner façade.  

 
b. For corner units with end gable walls, the new rear extension can be built up 

to align with the end gable wall.  
 

The allowable rear extension at the corner units may appear visually imposing when 
the corner shophouse is located next to other low rise conserved shophouses.  
[Fig 3.1& 3.2]  
 

     
 
Fig 3.1                                                                Fig 3.2 

 
 
 



Revised Guidelines: 
 

To guide the form of new rear extensions at corner units to be more sensitive to the 
historic streetscape, the allowable form and height for new rear extensions at corner 
units adjacent to other low-rise conserved streetblocks have been revised. 

a. For corner units with side facades and pitched roof, the new rear extension 
is to be no higher than the height of the pitched roof ridge at the side façade 
[Fig 3.3] 
 

 
 

Fig 3.3: Revised allowable envelope for corner units with side façade and pitched roof 
 

b. For corner units with end gable walls, the new rear extension is to be no 
higher than the eave of the main pitched roof. [Fig 3.4] 
 

            

Fig 3.4: Revised allowable envelope for corner units with end gable wall 
 
The changes will not apply to corner units located adjacent to high rise blocks. 



4) Type 2 Infill Sites In Secondary Settlements   
 

Existing Guidelines:  
 
Envelope control sites are vacant lands and buildings located within Conservation 
Areas but not designated for conservation. Type 2 Infill sites in Secondary 
Settlements are sites located between or adjacent to conserved buildings where the 
total width of the envelop control sites (could be one unit or multiple units), exceed 
the width of two typical shophouse units.  
 
Type 2 Infill sites currently can be redeveloped up to the maximum number of 
storeys allowable within the respective areas. The front façade of the new 
development is to be set back to road reserve lines. [Fig 4.1] 

 
Fig 4.1: Allowable envelope of Type 2 Infill Development in Secondary Settlements  

 

Revised Guidelines: 
 
The guidelines for Type 2 Infill Sites have been revised so that the new 
developments are more compatible in scale and character with the conserved 
streetscape: 
 

a. The front portion of the building shall not exceed the roof ridge height of the 
adjacent conserved buildings. The front façade of the new development is to 
line up with the road reserve line (Fig 4.2) or the front façade of the adjacent 
conserved buildings (Fig 4.3), where possible.  
 

b. The rear portion of the building can be built up to the maximum number of 
storeys allowable within the respective area. 
 



  

                   
 
Fig 4.2: Type 2 Infill Site built up to Road Reserve Line  
 

       
Fig 4.3: Type 2 Infill Site to align with front façade of adjacent conserved buildings  
 
 



 

c. The design of the front façade should take reference from the scale and 
rhythm of the adjacent conserved buildings and a colonnaded covered 
walkway is to be provided to maintain the character of the streetscape. [Fig 
4.4] 

 
 
Fig 4.4: Revised guidelines for façade articulation of Type 2 Infill Site 

 
 

 


