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 ell known for its richly 
ornamented roof, vibrant wall 

reliefs and frescoes outside and within 
its walls, the Yueh Hai Ching temple 
built in the 1820s has been faithfully 
restored to articulate detail showing deep 
respect for the monument’s architectural 
roots. At every turn, this stunning 
restoration demonstrates thoughtful 
choices informed by extensive archival 
research and technical consultation with 
local and overseas architectural experts 
and temple craftsmen.

Faithful From The Start
The methodology for restoration was clearly well thought through 
and executed. After a thorough search in Guangzhou, China, a Class 1 
contractor with a team of master craftsmen seasoned in a wide range of 
trades, from ceramics to timber structures, timber carvings, frescoes and 
gold gilding, was engaged. Sketches, measured drawings and photographs 
were compiled to document the existing architecture. 

The project team stayed faithful to the 3R principle from start to finish. 
Adopting the “Top-Down” approach, a temporary roof was erected over the 
temple to protect it during the restoration works. Great care and attention to 
details were demonstrated in the repair of the beams and structures, and the 
retention of the granite floor slabs at the front courtyard.

Past renovations which obscured the original character of the temple 
were removed. Using authentic materials, traditional techniques and 
sensitive construction method, every part of the temple were faithfully 
and painstaking restored. Laudable examples include the reconstruction of 
the boundary walls based on archival photographs, the repainting of life-

size door gods in true multi-chromatic 
colours, and the reinstatement of the 
colourful dragon and tiger sculptural 
wall relief panels within the temple. 

For The Love Of Lore
Of outstanding excellence is the 
exquisite detailing which revitalises 
the intricate 3-dimensional ceramic 
ornamentations on the spectacularly 
adorned roof and, internal and 
external walls. Once again, the 
dioramas which depict Chinese 
folklore and classical stories come 
alive in this most densely decorated Mid 19th Century Teochew-Style Chinese temple meticulously restored

Chinese temple in Singapore. These captivating works of arts have been 
meticulously recreated, piece-by-piece, in the experienced hands of 
professional artisans.

The traditional ‘bao hu’ mixture of hydraulic lime was used on the roof, 
while ash from burning shells was used as the bonding substance on the 
decorative porcelain. The team applied a chemical protective layer to the 
relief paintings on the upper panels of the front façade before painting to 
ensure that the original paint layer can be recovered should the new paint 
layer be removed in the future. The plaster relief on the lower panels was 
beautifully reinstated.

Sanctuary In The City
The restoration of the Yueh Hai Ching temple has successfully brought 
back to life many rare and refined features typical of the building’s Teochew 
architectural heritage. More than an institution of great significance to the 
devotees and visitors, it stands as an important and delightful specimen of 
Teochew cultural legacy.
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Front view of twin temple recovered and revitalised, complete with railings of original design and material

Roof decorations composed with 
broken porcelain pieces

Intricate brackets and granite columns

Exquisite 3-dimensional ceramic ornamentations on spectacular roof

Gold-gilded carved timber brackets with animal motif

Restored entrance gate and reinstated boundary wallLife-size door gods in multi-chromatic colours Decorative wall panels and dioramas at side walls



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 HISTORY OF THE BUILDING CONTEXT 

 

  





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 PAST & PRESENT PHOTOS 
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