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The Lucky One

With no hint of subtlety, this 1920s 

Transitional-Style shophouse, formerly 

The Lucky Book Store, has been restored and 

reinvented for its new purpose as a modern 

family home. This surprising and delightful 

outcome is a high impact, budget-friendly 

transformation that lays bare much of the 

building’s past.

Portal to the Past
The well-preserved façade of the shophouse 
belies a spectacular architectural odyssey that 
is behind the shophouse’s reinstated timber 
casement main door. Elements like the fading 
Lucky Book Store signage on the square column 
of the five-foot way tell of its past life. The many 
layers of paint were expertly removed to reveal 

new. At both levels, the front portion of the 
shophouse and the clear vistas on the sides 
maintain a visual connection to the rear of 
the house. The removal of the second storey 
side passageway slab at the rear service 
block creates a spectacular double volume 
dining area that leads the eye to the project’s 
equally unconventional new rear extension.  

New Living, out of the Box
The clever and interesting use of the land at the 
back of the main house deserves high praise. 
Rather than taking the conventional path of 
building new extensions that maximise the 
built-up area and tower over the conserved 
building, the team opted for a low-density, 
single-storey configuration. The outcome 

the original patina of age on the walls, adding 

authenticity without giving the feel of dilapidation. The entire façade wall 
has been protected with a clear coat of sealers to prevent flaking and to 
preserve the ‘oldness’ of the property for all to see.

Baring Bricks And Bones
Inside the house, the old and the new meet in a bolder and more 
dramatic juxtaposition. The original brickwork of the party walls is 
left exposed to stunning effect. Cavities in the walls, where timber 
joists used to be, are intentionally retained to reflect how the internal 
spaces were once configured. Fragments of the old boundary walls 
are also kept to provide clear demarcation between the old and the 

bodes well for tropical climate living. Playing 

up on unsheltered connections between the old and the new, and clever 
vertical and horizontal apertures that bring the outdoors in, the good old 
days of running barefoot on the grass and feeling the pitter patter of rain on 
your head are here again for the lucky occupants of the house.

This project is a good example of how bold thinking can contribute to 
a well-integrated old and new development that is affordable, honest 
and unpretentious. In embracing the imperfections of the original 
shophouse and meeting its purpose, the project team has clearly shown 
that conservation is not just cosmetic work but the retention of various 
aspects of history. 

Transitional-Style shophouse restored as modern family home



Upper storey bedroom

Rear of conserved shophouse with sliding balau panelled doors Low density single-storey unsheltered new extension in a garden setting

Exposed original brickwall at party wallsFading Lucky Book Store signage kept Double volume dining room

Decorative mouldings at upper storey façade














