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RESPONSES TO SUBJECT GROUP (SG) ON PARKS & WATERBODIES PLAN

URA & NParks’ Proposals


SG’s Comments and Recommendations
URA & NParks’ Responses

Making Nature Areas More Accessible - Northern Wetlands



Provide new nature parks next to Sungei Buloh mangroves.

Allow camping near the mangroves.


· Support the new nature parks next to Sungei Buloh mangroves and keep them as Category A to Category B open spaces
. 

· Support camping at  new nature parks if suitable sites are found, consideration must be given to waste management and minimising interference with the mangrove and its wildlife.


· The proposal will be incorporated into the Master Plan (MP) 2003 and implemented by NParks in the near future.  The Kranji Nature Trail will be kept largely in its natural state and some basic facilities provided.   

· NParks will take into consideration the suitability of the sites before implementing any campsites.



Provide new nature park at Kranji Marshes.


· Support new nature park at Kranji Marshes and keep it as a Category A to Category B open space.

· Provide a buffer along the shorelines of the Kranji Reservoir where possible.


· The proposal will be incorporated into the MP 2003.   The new nature park will be kept largely in its natural state and some basic facilities e.g. nature trails provided.
· Where it does not infringe on existing developments or compromise their operational requirements, a buffer along the shoreline of Kranji Reservoir can be considered by URA. 


Provide a 5km boardwalk linking the the Kranji marshes and Sungei Buloh mangroves.  


· Support the proposed boardwalk but allow public access only to the southern 500m of the 2km PUB bund, and do not  extend the boardwalk/ trail  across the Sungei Jelutong estuary to protect this particularly sensitive area.

· Allow inland trails perpendicular to the mangrove coastline leading to the edge of the marsh. 

· Study appropriate locations for hides to view birdlife along the reservoir edge.
· We agree with the SG’s recommendation as it allows for public access while ensuring minimal impact on the existing flora and fauna.

· NParks will study appropriate locations for the construction of hides along the reservoir edge.

Provide nature trails through Lim Chu Kang farmland.


· Support nature trails through Lim Chu Kang farmland for both recreational and educational value.  The trails should be of Category B access.
· URA will work out the details of this proposal with other agencies.



Allow boating on Kranji Reservoir.


· Support non-motorised boating on Kranji Reservoir, organised by responsible operators.  Boats should not go within 50m of the bund where access is restricted. 
· URA will work with relevant agencies to identify responsible operators to facilitate the implementation of the non-motorised boating activities.

Making Nature Areas More Accessible – Central Catchment



Introduce more hiking trails and boardwalks; canopy walk and an observation tower; new lookout points on the waterfront; and continuous boardwalk linking Upper Peirce Reservoir to MacRitchie Reservoir.


· Support the proposed trails, boardwalks, canopy walk, and observation tower as shown in Parks and Waterbodies Plan. Care is to be taken to minimise disturbance to the flora and fauna.  For different parts of the catchment, ease of access and infrastructure should be varied according to the eco-sensitivity of the areas.

· NParks to produce brochures and trail guides for the Central Catchment. 
· The proposed trails boardwalks, canopy walk, and observation tower will be completed by 2004.  NParks will take care to minimise disturbance to the flora and fauna and take into consideration the varying eco-sensitivity of different areas.  

· There are already existing trail maps and NParks will continue to update and provide these for new trails.

Interim Greens around the Central Catchment



Interim Greens at Chestnut, Dairy Farm, Windsor Area and Old Upper Thomson Road Area.


· Support the interim greens at Dairy Farm, Windsor Area and Old Upper Thomson Road, but propose to keep the entire Chestnut Interim Green as a permanent green.


· NParks will include interim greens as part of its plans.  The Chestnut Interim Green will be retained in its natural state for as long as possible. But the SG’s recommendation to keep it as a permanent green cannot be fully supported as the area may be needed for development in the long term. In the event that the area is needed for development, we will retain a 50m wide permanent green along the boundary of the Catchment to act as a green buffer to the Nature Reserve.

Introduce scenic road, eco-lodges, mountain biking course, hiking and cycling trails at the Chestnut Area Interim Green.


· Support the Chestnut Green and keep it as a Category A Open Space for adventure lovers.

· The scenic drive and eco-lodge ideas are not supported.

· Instead, introduce a scenic walking and cycling trail of Category B access.

· The existing mountain biking course should also have Category B access and treatment. 

· Enhance the streetscape of Bukit Timah Expressway (BKE) to become the scenic road through this area.


· We support the recommendation to keep Chestnut Green natural.  It will be taken into consideration in the detailed design of the trails.

· We agree not to pursue the scenic drive proposal.  Instead, we can consider improving the existing track to the Chestnut Interim Green to facilitate better pedestrian access.  Signages can be put up to guide hikers and mountain bikers using the trails.  

· There are parts within the Chestnut Interim Green that are less wooded and can be considered for complementary recreational activities.  Eco-lodging can be considered in areas, which are less wooded where there will be minimal impact on the existing environment.

· Under the Streetscape Greenery Master Plan, the forest treatment will apply to the BKE.

Introduce adventure camps, corporate retreats, rock climbing, boating, hiking and cycling trails in the Dairy Farm Interim Green.


· Support the Dairy Farm Interim Green and keep it as a Category B Open Space.

· Support adventure camps, corporate retreats, rock climbing, boating, hiking and cycling trails in the Dairy Farm Interim Green, but there should be no building structure within the quarry area or close to the path leading to it. 

· NParks to be the managing agency for the entire Dairy Farm interim green.

· NParks to produce trail guides showing how the trails are linked to those in the Central Catchment Nature Reserve and Bukit Timah Nature Reserve.


· URA will work with NParks and other agencies to facilitate the implementation of the proposal.

· We support the recommendation to have minimal infrastructure and no building structures within the quarry area or close to the path leading to it, as it is in line with the intention to allow for recreational activities while keeping away from the sensitive areas.  For example, an adventure camp can be planned outside the quarry area and nearer to existing developments.

· NParks will work with the relevant agencies on the management of the area.

· There are existing trail maps that indicate the linkages between trails in the Catchment and Bt Timah Nature Reserve. 



Windsor Interim Green


· Support the Windsor Interim Green and keep it as a Category B open space.

· Develop the existing tree bank as an educational resource.

· NParks to produce trail maps to show how trails here are linked to those in the Central Catchment.

· Explore with Singapore Island Country Club to allow reasonable public access along the fringe of the golf course or other alternative ways to access the Central Catchment.
· We support the recommendations to develop the existing tree bank as an educational resource.  This will be implemented by NParks.

· URA will work with NParks to explore various possible access points to the Central Catchment from the Windsor Interim Green.



Urban and Town Parks - Waterfront Parks



Open up 4 new waterfront parks:

· Coney Island

· Lower Seletar Reservoir Park

· Jurong Lake Park and

· Tampines Quarry Park
· Support the proposed waterfront parks at Coney Island, Lower Seletar Reservoir Park, Jurong Lake Park and Tampines Quarry Park.

For Lower Seletar Reservoir Park:

· Support the Lower Seletar Reservoir Park.  Ensure good connectivity between the existing park and the new park extension along the lower Seletar Reservoir waterfront.

· Study feasibility of providing a pedestrian connection between Yishun Stadium and the existing Lower Seletar Reservoir.

· Allow public access along Sungei Seletar, where it does not compromise existing uses.

For Tampines Quarry Park:

· Support Tampines Quarry Park and keep it as a Category B open space.  Provide a simple trail around the quarry and some park benches and lookout points.
· The proposal will be incorporated in the MP2003. For a start, Coney Island will be  turned into a wilderness park. 

· The proposal will be incorporated in the MP2003.  

· NParks and URA will study with LTA and HDB how to provide a suitable pedestrian connection to facilitate better access between Yishun Stadium and the park.

· URA and NParks will study the possibility of connecting Lower and Upper Seletar Reservoir Parks without compromising the existing uses.  

· The proposal will be incorporated in the MP2003 .

Urban and Town Parks - New Parks



Develop 5 new parks:

· Sengkang Park

· Woodlands Regional Park

· Bidadari Park

· Tampines Linear Park

· Jurong West Park


· Support the proposed Sengkang Park, Woodlands Regional Park, Bidadari Park, Tampines Linear Park and Jurong West Park.

For Sengkang Park:

· Look for ways to maximise access from the proposed sports stadium to the waterfront. 

· Landscape the edges of Punggol River in order to soften the banks and make it look more natural.

For Woodlands Regional Park:

· Tidy up land use along the coastal promenade and bring in activities designed to attract people to use the area for recreation.


· The proposals will be incorporated in the MP2003. In both the Woodlands Regional Park and Sengkang Park, the riverine vegetation will be retained and enhanced as part of the identity of the parks.
· NParks will work with Singapore Sports Council to maximise access from the sports stadium to the waterfront.

· In designing Sengkang Park, NParks will take into consideration the landscaping of the riverbanks.

· We support the recommendation to tidy up the uses along the coastline.  URA will look into how to implement this. 



Urban and Town Parks – Enlarging Selected Parks



Enlarge selected parks: 

· Pasir Ris Park

· East Coast Park

· Labrador Park

· Choa Chu Kang Town Park

· Zhenghua Park 

· Bukit Batok Park


· Support the proposed park extensions at Pasir Ris Park, East Coast Park, Labrador Park, Chao Chu Kang Town Park, Zhenghua Park and  Bukit Batok Park.


· The proposals will be incorporated in the MP2003


Park Connectors



Join our parks through a comprehensive green network.  The challenge is to extend our park connectors from 40km today by another 120 km by 2015.  The comprehensive green network will join parks, and can be extended to link our park connectors with town centres, sports complexes and homes.


· Support the proposed Park Connector Network, and suggest an additional park connector from Woodlands Town to Mandai Road through Ulu Sembawang.

· Plan park connectors upfront to ensure that land is set aside for them at the outset.

· Explore innovative approach to achieve seamless connections, e.g. grade separated or layered interchanges.

· Make our city and towns pedestrian friendly and give equal emphasis to pedestrians and vehicles.


· The park connectors will be incorporated in the MP2003 and will be developed progressively over the next fifteen years. We will study the feasibility of the park connector though Ulu Sembawang proposed by the SG.

· Park connectors are planned upfront. The Parks & Waterbodies Plan is an example where the park connector network up to 2015 has been planned and will be incorporated in the MP2003 to facilitate their implementation.

· URA & NParks will work with HDB, LTA and other relevant agencies in the planning and implementing of park connectors to provide better connectivity and will continue to review innovative ideas such as grade separated or layered interchanges.



Streetscape Greenery



Design an integrated environment, and apply different streetscape treatments according to the context of the streets.  Link up Heritage Roads to provide a continuous experience of lush streetscape greenery.
· Support the proposal to design an integrated environment, and apply different treatments according to the context of the streets.

· Support the proposal to link up Heritage Roads to provide a continuous experience of lush streetscape greenery.  


· URA and NParks will work with the relevant agencies to realise the proposals.



Skyrise Greenery

Encourage skyrise greenery through facade greenery, landscaped roof terraces, sky terraces and balconies, sky bridges and lobbies.


· Support the proposal to encourage skyrise greenery.

· Explore further Gross Floor Area (GFA) exemption incentives to encourage skyrise greenery.


· URA has recently announced the exemption of GFA for covered communal areas and shadow areas for all developments which will encourage a more generous provision of covered landscaped communal areas and greenery.  This would also provide more flexibility to facilitate interesting building designs and enhance pedestrian linkages.

Other SG’s Suggestions for the Parks & Waterbodies Plan


Diversity of parks and nature areas

· Categorise our parks into 3 categories, according to ease of access, type of facilities and degree of landscaping:

i
Category A – natural areas  to be kept pristine, with existing trails left untouched.  Discreet directional signs may be put up to mark the entrance to the trails;

ii
Category B – wilderness areas  with some basic facilities to facilitate access and usage, such as toilets, shelters and formal tracks e.g. Bukit Timah Nature Reserve; and

iii
Category C – green spaces such as public parks, with landscaping and facilities for routine family use, e.g. town parks.


· We support the recommendation to have a diversity of open spaces and a variety of park experiences.  In implementing the new open spaces and parks, consideration will be given to the level of access and types of facilities to ensure a diversity and variety of park experiences.  


Identity and educational opportunities in parks

· Develop identity in parks through retaining geographical, cultural, historical features, and taking into account the original land uses of the place.  Plan parks around such places.

· In clearing land for development and when building infrastructure, such as roads and drains, minimise impact on the existing landscape and avoid destroying unique features of identity in the area.

· Use parks as educational opportunities and let parks become places for visits apart from being merely spaces for local residents to use.
· We support the SG’s recommendations.  In the planning of future new towns, we will try to incorporate unique natural and historical features and nodes of identity. This is in line with the identity plan where identity nodes that are identified will be retained. One way of retaining them is by integrating them in the planning and design of new town parks.

· NParks has been developing educational programmes for its parks, and will continue to do so in the design of future parks.




Canalisation of natural rivers

· Keep natural banks of rivers as natural, and where possible, avoid canalising these rivers, or apply aesthetic treatment.
· URA and NParks will study with PUB to see if the existing natural rivers could be left un-canalised for as long as possible, or aesthetically treat them if they need to be upgraded.


Heritage Roads

· Extend width of green buffer for Category A Heritage Road from the existing 10m to 20m.  

· Keep the first 10m width of Category A Heritage Road as State Land and open to public access.

· Consider giving the green part of Mandai Road Heritage Road status.

· Include for consideration as Heritage Roads, beautiful tree-lined streets, e.g. Mount Rosie, even if they are adjoining private properties.  These may be subject to different buffer requirement in order not to compromise development potential.

· Provide pedestrian access on Heritage Roads.


· The recommendation for additional buffer land beyond the existing 10m green buffer will have to be studied further. SG’s proposal to keep the first 10m as State land is possible where it forms part of a linear park e.g. Punggol Road. 

· NParks will evaluate Mandai Road’s merit as a Heritage Road. 

· URA will study with NParks whether roads adjoining private properties can be considered for evaluation as Category A Heritage Roads.  This is provided the buffer to be imposed does not severely compromise the development potential of the site.

· Pedestrian access can be provided where possible.




MINDEF training areas

· MINDEF to explore opening up selected training land, on selected days of the year, for the public to enjoy the natural open spaces. 
· URA and NParks will study with MINDEF whether the proposal is feasible without compromising MINDEF’s operational needs.  

RESPONSES TO SUBJECT GROUP (SG) ON THE RUSTIC COAST CLUSTER OF THE IDENTITY PLAN

URA’s Proposals


SG’s Comments and Recommendations
URA’s Responses

Punggol Point and Coney Island



Turn Punggol Point into a paradise for sea sports and recreation.


· Support turning Punggol Point into a paradise for sea sports and recreation.

· Phase the development of the area to better address potential traffic and car parking problems that may arise from the increased number of visitors to the area. 


· We support the phased approach. It can be implemented by releasing smaller plots of land for interim use progressively.  URA will work with the relevant agencies to tender out these sites to interested operators on an interim basis.

· Interim surface car parks can be provided where possible to cater to these developments.  URA will continue to work with LTA to address any traffic issues.



Re-introduce seafront dining in the form of a seafood village and waterfront restaurants as an interim use until such time Punggol North is developed.


· Support the development of a seafood village and waterfront restaurants as an interim use at Punggol North.

· Phase the development of the area to better address potential traffic and car parking problems that may arise from the increased number of visitors to the area. 


· URA will work with relevant agencies to tender out these sites to interested operators on an interim basis.

· Interim surface carparks can be provided where possible to cater to these developments.  URA will work with LTA to address traffic issues.



Develop and lease out parcels of land along the coastline for interim water and beach sports. A sea sports centre for wake-boarding and other waterfront sports can be introduced. 


· Support the proposal for the sea sports centre.


· URA will work with relevant agencies to release suitable sites to interested operators on an interim basis.



Introduce play and stay accommodation.


· Support having play and stay facilities. 

· Study how costs for such facilities could be kept low and developments kept rustic.


· URA will study the feasibility of tendering out these sites on shorter leases to keep costs low and designs rustic.



Create an interim beach park on the reclaimed land at Punggol Point, where there is a small stretch of sandy beach 


· Support the interim beach park at Punggol Point.

· Soften the vertical retaining walls through landscaping where necessary.


· URA will study the feasibility of softening the vertical retaining walls and will work with NParks on the implementation of the interim park and landscaping of the waterfront. 



Introduce a mountain bike and motorcross trail on a short-term basis to cater to the more adventurous.


· Support activities for the more adventurous in Punggol North but suggest to replace motorcross with bicycle trails.


· We support the SG's suggestion to replace motorcross with bicycle trails.

Retain the existing Punggol Road and convert it to a linear park in the future, with a cycling, jogging and walking track linking the future Punggol Stadium and the town centre to the coast.


· Support the proposal to convert the existing Punggol Road to a linear park linking the new town center and the coast. 


· The proposal will be incorporated into the MP2003.  



Adopt a “wilderness” theme for Coney island. Sites for camping, small rental huts and basic amenities can be developed along this theme.


· Support the “wilderness theme” for Coney Island. Basic amenities (water, sanitation) can be provided and located near the jetty. Pleasure boats should be allowed to dock at the jetty.

· Free up the waterway for recreational uses by having only one bridge link to Coney Island.


· We support the SG’s suggestion to provide basic facilities on Coney Island. NParks will consider how amenities could be added on over time. 

· We will assess whether the proposal for one bridge is feasible taking into consideration the proposed road networks and future developments on Coney Island.



Pasir Ris



Introduce a seaside pier which can be developed as a recreational and commercial destination, providing entertainment, F&B and retail over the water. 
· Support the proposal for a seaside pier.  URA to study the proposal to shift the location of the pier.

· Ensure that the parking situation is addressed before introducing the pier  


· URA will study the location of the pier in relation to existing developments and amenities along Pasir Ris Park and work with LTA to address the parking situation.

Changi Village




· Set up information kiosks and storyboards to showcase the rich cultural, historical and natural heritage of the Changi area.
· We support the SG’s recommendation. Information kiosks and storyboards can be set up at the new ferry terminal and other appropriate locations.



Introduce new small parcel shophouses to build critical mass for the area.


· Support the proposal to add new small parcel commercial developments, but spruce up existing shops first, and take an incremental approach to add new commercial space to allow time to review impact on existing shops.

· Design the proposed new commercial developments carefully so as to avoid too great a contrast between them and the existing older buildings. 


· URA will consider adopting an incremental approach when adding new commercial space. 

· URA will consider the context of existing buildings when proposing guidelines for the new developments.



Improve pedestrian connectivity through a pedestrian mall and promenade along the creek.


· The design of the new pedestrian mall should be linear and not dog-legged, in order to provide an unobstructed view of the waterfront.  

· Improve the connectivity between the beachfront and Changi Village.  In particular, provide a connection for cyclist, e.g. by widening the bridge at Telok Paku Road.


· URA will consider the SG’s recommendation on the alignment and also take into account the view of the waterfront in the design of the new pedestrian mall. 

· URA will study how the pedestrian and cycling connection from Changi Village to Changi Beach can be improved.



Improve vehicular connectivity in the form of an extension of Lorong Bekukong along the creek to Telok Paku Road.


· Abandon the proposal for a road extension of Lorong Bekukong, but create a lively and vibrant pedestrian waterfront.


· URA will drop the proposed road extension of Lorong Bekukong along the creek and study how to further improve pedestrian linkage between Changi Village and Changi Beach.  



Relocate the People’s Association (PA) Adventure Club to bring the club closer to the sea and convert the vacated PA buildings to budget hostels.
· Support the proposal to relocate the PA Sea Sports Club, and to convert the vacated PA buildings to budget hostels.

· Retain the launching ramp of the PA Sea Sports Club for public use. 
· URA supports the SG’s suggestion.  We will look into retaining the launching ramp for public use when the Sea Sports Club is relocated. 

Build a new children’s playground


· Support proposal for the children’s playground.


· NParks will develop the new children’s playground.



Increase the residential quantum in the area. URA proposes to sell the parcels to the west of the village for Residential use as part of the Government Land Sales programme. The parcels will be sub-divided into smaller plots to relate to the character of the immediate areas and allow smaller developers to participate.
· Support proposal to increase residents in the area.

· Preserve historical places when new uses are found for them.


· URA will work with the relevant agencies to tender out sites for Residential use.

· URA agrees that there are buildings and places of historical interest in Changi Point and will study how they can be retained.



Pulau Ubin




· Appoint a single agency to spearhead the management of the island. NParks could be the agency since the general intention for Ubin in more in line with a rustic park and NParks is already managing a large portion of Pulau Ubin.

· The appointed agency to form an advisory panel to advise and provide feedback on the plans and proposals for Pulau Ubin.
· URA and NParks will work with relevant agencies to study these ideas further.



Develop an  Interpretative Centre at No 1 Pulau Ubin, which can serve as a base for nature trails and tours to be conducted to the various habitats.


· Support the proposed adaptive restoration of House no. 1 into an interpretative Centre.  

· Restrict the number of motorised vehicles on the island. If needed, environmentally friendly forms of transport such as trishaws could be used.

· The eastern coastline including Chek Jawa should be Category B access only.


· NParks will include the adaptive restoration No 1 Pulau Ubin into an Interpretative Centre into its plan for the island.

· URA will study the need to restrict vehicular traffic with LTA.

· Currently, Chek Jawa is managed by NParks and the visitorship is controlled.  Most parts of the remaining eastern coastline are under NParks’ management and only basic facilities are provided.

Open local plantations such as durian and rubber, as well as vegetable and prawn farms to the public for recreational and educational purposes.


· Keep Temporary Occupation License (TOL) rates for Pulau Ubin low, to support the opening up of farms . 

· Attract people to run small-scale commercial enterprises and farms on Pulau Ubin. 

· Highlight the historical value of various places on Pulau Ubin and use this as a basis for educational guided tours and walks.


· URA will consider and study these ideas further with the relevant agencies.

· NParks has taken into account the historical value of various places when conducting educational tours and walks, and will continue to expand on such programmes. 



Refurbish existing state-owned buildings on the island and rent them out as Bed & Breakfast (B&B) establishments or farm stays to provide for a rustic experience. Existing residents can also be allowed to open up their houses for B&B.


· Support the proposal to use existing state-owned properties for B&Bs and farm stay.  

· Relax the TOL conditions to allow existing owners to rent out rooms to the public or for the adaptive reuse of the existing buildings on Pulau Ubin as B&B establishments.

· If possible, complete the acquisition of partially acquired property if the owners do not wish to return to pursue any livelihood or residence on the island, so as to free them up for B&B uses.


· URA will work with SLA to consider allowing the existing buildings on Pulau Ubin to be converted to B&Bs for public use. 



Water Taxi Service



Retain the existing jetties, introduce new ones and improve the connectivity through a water taxi service between them.


· Support the idea of a water taxi service to connect the various nodes in the Rustic Coast cluster.

· The transportation means should not be high speed boats but should remain as the traditional bum boats currently in use. 


· URA will explore with the existing bum boat operators to provide the water taxi service.



� One of the SG's new ideas is to categorise parks according to ease of access, type of facilities and degree of landscaping (see page 8).  Category A parks would be kept pristine, Category B parks would be kept as wilderness areas with basic facilities, while Category C parks would have landscaping and facilities for family use.   





